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In the Karachi case, the measure adopted by the President
is wrong because the Municipal employees have not been delicately
brought up like the mover of the resolution. The President's
measure is doubly false, first because the sweepers do not need the
same fineness in their dress material as the President and secondly
because they do not want the same style of dress which educated
Indians have from fear, ignorance or ambition imitated from the
rulers. I venture to suggest that the Councillors should revise their
notions of decency and equip their employees with garments of
a style in keeping with the climate and the manners of the coun-
try. They need not then fear to use the coarsest khadi. And
they will save Municipal money, promote the comfort of the
employees, revive true art and will at the same time serve the
poorest of their countrymen whom they cannot reach save through
khadi. If the President would do unto the employees as he would
that they should do unto him, let him for a moment step into then-
shoes and see how he would feel and his measure would be right.
But assuming that the employees must have an unnatural
uniform in order to suit Municipal vanity, it is not difficult to
pick up fine khadi nowadays if the Municipality will pay the price,
nor is it impossible to have khaki-coloured khadi for the purpose.
The cheapest and the most patriotic method will be to train
the girls and the boys of the Municipal schools and for the
Councillors to train themselves to spin fine yarn and have it woven
locally. The other citizens will then copy the patriotic and
industrious example of the Councillors and if say one-third Karachi
devotes only half an hour to philanthropic spinning, there would
be many times more than enough khadi to clothe the employees.
One valid objection may be taken to this course being adopt-
ed, namely that khadi thus produced will not support the paupers
in whose interest it has been recommended to public corporations.
Whilst the objection is sound so far as it goes, it must not be
forgotten that if any city takes up spinning in the manner suggested
by me, it will be very substantial though indirect service of pauper
India in that the moral effect of such sacrificial spinning will be
so pervading that there will be produced a spinning atmosphere
that would make the irresponsive masses take to it for supplement-
ing their present income which is admitted to be altogether in-
adequate for human sustenance. Where the average daily income
is less than seven pice, the addition of even one pice per day will
be a princely addition.
But this may be treated as a counsel of perfection not worthy
of consideration by practical business men. Anyway I know that